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1. BASSANTIN [BASSENDYNE], JAMES

Astronomia... Opus absolutissimum, in quo, qudquid unquam
peritores mathematici in caelis observarunt, coordine, eamque;
methodo traditur, ut cuius posthac facile innotescant quaecumque
de astris ac planetis, necnon de eorum variis orbibus, motibus,

passionibus, &c. dici possunt...

Geneva, Jean de Tournes, 1599 \ CAELESTIVM
Folio (430 x 288 mm), pp [iv] 262 [2, blank], with woodcut
printer’s device on title and 175 woodcuts and woodcut
diagrams, including 37 full-page woodcut astronomical figures
of which 18 (one half-page and 17 full-page) have a total of 35
volvelles; a fine complete copy in contemporary calf, gilt fillets
on covers, spine with gilt compartments.
£75,000
Splendid Copy of an Extremely Rare Astronomical work,
dedicated to the Palatine Count Frederick IV.
Bassantin’s beautifully produced work for calculating
planetary positions, largely associated with Apianus’ great
Astronomicum Caesareum 1540. Many of the large woodcut
diagrams and volvelles are very similar to that work, including
the first volvelle, a full-page celestial planisphere of the
northern hemisphere. ‘The size of this volume and the extent
of its illustration make this an unusually fine example of
the attention given to the printing of scientific works at this
period’ (Mortimer).

James Bassantin (d. 1568) was a Scots astronomer and
astrologer, born in the reign of James IV. He studied at
the University of Glasgow, devoting himself to science and
mathematics. He continued his education on the Continent
in several countries, before settling in France as a teacher of
mathematics, first in Lyons and then in Paris.
Bassantin was knowledgeable of advances in German and A {% - : ’

Italian mathematics and astronomy. He produced a revised rono mia
edition of Jacques Foucard’s Paraphrase de I’astrolabe (Lyons
1555), which contained his ‘Amplification de 'usage de [BA SWS ANTINI
l'astrolabe’, reprinted several times. It demonstrates finding ? C(,) hpts
positions in ecliptic latitude of the moon, planets, and fixed
stars, as well as the use of the shadow square.
In 1562 Bassantin returned to Scotland. On route, according to o
Sir James Melville (Memoirs of his own life p 203), he met Sir A Rt
Robert Melville, Sir James’s brother, and predicted to him that
there would be ‘at length captivity and utter wreck’ for Mary,
Queen of Scots, at the hands of Elizabeth, and also that the
kingdom of England would eventually fall of right to the crown
of Scotland, but at the cost of many bloody battles, in which
the Spaniards would take part. Bassantin was a convinced
Protestant and in politics a supporter of the regent Murray
(based on the ODNB entry).

Provenance: inscription on title: ‘Ex libris Caroli Parisot Sacri
Regni Imperii Equitis empt. Parisiis 6R an. dmi. 1676’
Cartier De Tournes 704; cf Mortimer 47 and Horblit sale
catalogue lot 89; OCLC lists UCLA, and the Smithsonian
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2. BLUME, CARL LUDWIG
Flora Javae nec non insularum adjacentium....

Leiden (and Brussels), J. Frank 1828 [-1851]

[with:] Nova Series ... (Orchideae) ... Leiden & FLORA JAVE
Amsterdam, the author and C. G. Sulpke, 1858 ‘ b, B
[-1859)]. INSULARUM ADJACENTIUM,

4 vols, folio (425 x 270 mm), with 2
lithographed views and 308 lithographed
botanical plates, 280 of which are hand-
coloured, some double-page; some very i ol
minor marginal spotting of text, a fine copy in
contemporary green half morocco, top edge gilt.

CAROLO LU

CUM TABULIS LAPIDI ZERIQUE INCISIS.

£12,500
First edition of this important flora of Java. Karl 5
Ludwig Blume (1796-1862) was a German- R s
born Dutch botanist who travelled and worked T
in Java, where he was the first director of the
Buitenzorg Botanic Garden. He later became
director of the Leiden Rijksherbarium. The
present copy includes the Nova series, devoted
to orchids of the Dutch East Indies; this work
was also issued separately under the title
Collection des orchidées les plus remarquables
de I’Archipel Indien et du Japon.

This copy is one issued in 1867 by Bernard
Quaritch, who had acquired the stock of the
work following Blume’s death in 1862. Quaritch
had new title-pages printed, and also a contents
leaf, including a collation of the complete work,
with the imprint: ‘Cura Bernardi Quaritch,
Londini, 1867’

Nissen BBI 174 and 175; Stafleu and Cowan 563
and 568; Great Flower Books p 50




3. BOTANICAL MANUSCRIPT

AVery Early Botanical Manuscriptwith 120 Fine Botanical Watercolours

[ Saxony 1618], Folio (320 x 210mm), Contemporary Vellum, remains of silk ties, Gilt lettered monograph
H. H. and Date 1665 on Upper Cover, with 120 botanical watercolours brightly painted in gouache on 117
leaves, Contemporary Latin names on most leaves, occasional offsetting.
£25,000
This is a very attractive and interesting early botanical album, displaying exotics, perennials and garden
flowers in full bloom, when the majority of published works were still concentrating on Herbs.
Seven leaves have representations of tulips (fol. 40-44, 86, 94), at least six others show American plants,
including Ficus indica major and Yucca gloriosa. The remaining plants are mostly of European or Middle
Eastern origin.

The paper is the watermarked “Z” or “Zittaw” (thus obviously Zittau) suggesting the origin of the
manuscript is the region of Saxony.
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4. BRENTON, CAPTAIN JAHLEEL

SAUMAREZ"S ACTIONS OFF ALGECIRAS AND GIBRALTAR
July 6th and 12th 1801
Scarce Set of five aquatint engravings by Hubert & Stadler

from drawings by Captain Jahleel Brenton
London, Published January 1, May 13 & 19, 1802 by E. Harding,



No. 98 Pall Mall, for the Benefit of the Widows and Orphans
of those brave men who fought and fell on that Glorious Occasion.
Image size: 17 x 24 34 in / 430 x 630 mm, bound in half morocco over cream boards, morocco label.
£7,500

On June 13th, 1801 Rear-Admiral Comte de Linois, with a French squadron of three ships of line and
a frigate, put to sea from Toulon, bound to Cadiz to join a fleet of six sail of the line. Having learnt that
Cadiz was blockaded by a superior British force, Linois bore up for Algeciras and on July 4th moored off
the town.

The British squadron stationed off Cadiz at this time consisted of:

Caesar (80 guns) Rear-Admiral Sir J. Saumarez & Captain J. Brenton
Venerable (774) Captain S. Hood
Superb (74) Captain R.G. Keats
Audacious (74) Captain S. Peard
Pompee (774) Captain C. Stirling
Hannibal (74) Captain S. Ferris

Spencer (74) Captain H. d"E. Darby
Thames (32) Captain A.P. Hollis
Carlotta (Portuguese) Captain C. Duncan
Calpe (14) Commander Hon. G.H. Dundas
Louisa (8) Lieutenant F. Truscott

Informed of the approach of the French ships on the 6th Sir James Saumarez with his squadron waited
in anticipation off the Algeciras Roads. Having rounded Cabareta Point, the signal was made to engage
and the action was commenced with great fury, the enemy being materially assisted by both the batteries
on the shore and fourteen Spanish gunboats. The Hannibal, owing to the strength of the current, swung
round on her anchor, was grounded and captured. The partial and failing nature of the breeze, however,
prevented the other vessels from entering into full engagement together. Linois thus ordered his ships to
run ashore where they were out of range of the guns of the British squadron, which then withdrew and
returned to Gibraltar to refit. The British reported losses of 121 killed and 240 wounded, the majority
of these being from the crew of the Hannibal. The French casualties amounted to 306 killed and 280
wounded.

After refloating his ships, Admiral Linois was joined on the 8th by Vice-Admiral Don Juan de Moreno
with six sail of the line, and together they repaired to the outer road. This movement was observed by
Captain Keats of the Superb, who, together with the Thames and Paisley, had continued to watch the
port. Back at Gibraltar officers and crew of the British ships had worked day and night to refit their
vessels, anxious to share in the expected fight. On the 11th preparations for sailing were observed among
the enemy, and on the 12th they began to move. In response at 3 p.m. the flag of Sir John Saumarez was



rehoisted in the Caesar, the signal made to weigh and prepare for battle, and the British squadron bore
away in chase. The Superb, the fleetest of the British ships, soon overtook and engaged the St. Antoine,
which was obliged to surrender. Night having fallen by now, the San Hermenegildo, mistook the Real
Carlos for an enemy, fired into her, and set her on fire. The two ships then proceeded to get foul of each
other, whereupon both in a short while blew up with nearly all on board. The British squadron continued
the chase but were unable to prevent the remaining ships of the combined fleets standing in for Cadiz.

The total casualties suffered by the enemy were not ascertained, but they had lost three ships, two by
fire and one by capture, as opposed to one ship (Hannibal) captured from the British. The action is,
nevertheless, always chronicled in French history as a glorious victory for France. Linois "s exaggerated
report of the engagement whereby the then smaller French force had driven off the sustained fire of
the British ships was accepted by the French government as a creditable event. On the British side,
however, Sir James Saumarez for his promptitude in striking at a force largely in excess of his own, for
the quickness with which he had refitted his squadron, and for the gallantry which he had displayed in
pursuing and in beating a numerically superior squadron, was created a Knight of the Bath and had a
pension of £1,200 per annum conferred upon him.

Sir Jahleel Brenton (1770 — 1844) was a British admiral born into a loyalist family on Rhode Island, USA.
After suffering the loss of their property in the insurrection of the American colonies the family emigrated
back to England where Jahleel and his two brothers joined their father in the navy. Jahleel, the eldest
child, went to sea first with his father in 1781 and on the return of peace was sent to the maritime school
at Chelsea. Promoted to lientenant but seeing no chance of employment he first served in the Swedish
navy against the Russians. In 1790 he received his commission and returned home. Till 1799 he served as
lieutenant, or acting commander, mostly under Earl St Vincent, and was present in the battle from which
the admiral received his title. As commander of the brig Speedy he won much distinction in actions with
Spanish gunboats in the Straits of Gibraltar. In 1800 he was promoted to post-captain followed by the
rank of flag-captain to Sir James Saumarez. After commanding a succession of frigates in 1803 he had
the misfortune to be wrecked on the coast of France where he remained imprisoned until released in an
exchange. He was created a baronet in 1812 and KCB in 1815 but was unable to bear sea service again
following a serious injury sustained during an engagement with a flotilla of Franco Neapolitan vessels off
Naples in 1801. He became commissioner of the dockyard at Port Mahon, and then at the Cape. Reaching
flag rank in 1830 he became lieutenant governor of Greenwich hospital until retiring in 1840.
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5. BRUNFELS,OTTO (1488-1534)

Contrafayt Kreiiterbuch: nach rechter vollkommener art vnd
Beschreibungen der Alten, besstberiimpten artzt, vormals in Teiitscher
sprach, der masszen nye gesehen noch im Truck auszgegangen.



StraBburg: Hans Schotten, 1532-1537, Folio, Full Pigskin, Brass clasps, with woodcut arms and 277
woodcuts of plants by Hans Weiditz, 2 plates of farm and forest scenes, numerous engraved initials.
Finely Coloured in a Contemporary hand, some restored tears and a little soiling but a splendid copy in

wonderful colour.
£25,000

First Edition.

Brunfels is often called a father of botany, because, in his botanical writings, he relied not so much on the
ancient authors as on his own observations and described plants according to the latter. In his Herbarum
vivae eicones (1530 and 1536, in three parts) and Contrafayt Krauterbuch (1532—1537, in two parts), the
German plants he himself found during his botanical studies are represented with woodcuts by Hans

Weiditz, under their German vernacular names.

However, Duane Isely attributes much of Brunfels’ popularity to Weiditz, whose woodcuts set a new
standard technically, and were done from life, rather being copied from previous works. Brunfels
also introduced information about German plants not found in Dioscorides, and described them

independently of their medical values.
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6. CASATI, PAOLO

Fabrica, Et Uso Del Compasso Di Proportione, Dove Insegna A Gli
Artefici Il Modo Di Fare In Esso Le Necessarie Divisioni, E Con Vari
Problemi Usuali Mostra L’utilita De Questo Stromento

First edition.

Bologna, Giovanni Battista Ferroni, 1664, 4to, title with woodcut device, woodcut diagrams, initials,
head- and tail-pieces, 4 folding engraved plates, 2ff. errata at end, title with small paper overslip
changing “Del Molto” to “Il Molto”,
£1,250
Born in Piacenza to a Milanese family, he joined the Jesuits in 1634.

Casati was professor of mathematics at the Jesuit Collegio Romano and then at the university of
Parma. This work, one of many that he wrote, is a consolidation of Galileo’s work on the compass; it
was reprinted three times before the end of the seventeenth century.

“...It not only contains good descriptions of usage, complete with many examples, but also discusses
the manufacture of the device with two major foldout diagrams that could be used as patterns for the
scales. Unlike many such works that state the method of usage but then give very simple problems
involving triangles (for example), Casati provides the reader with realistic problems involving
regular shapes” (Tomash & Williams, p.259).

Riccardi i, 271; Tomash & Williams C32],

Provenance: Grigorius Vivvarellus (early ink signature to title).

Figurazg.

’ FABRICAa EaT VSO / Figura12.
Del Compaffo di Proportione,

Douc infegnaa gli Areefici il modo di fare in effo
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7. CHAPMAN, FREDRIC HENRIK AF

Architectura Navalis Mercatoria

Stockholm, 1768. Large folio, full contemporary calf gilt, double-page letterpress table, engraved double-page
title and dedication, and 62 double-page folding plates, a fine copy.
First Edition
£18,000
This is the most important work of naval architecture of the eighteenth century, with detailed and attractive
plans for many different kinds of naval vessels. Published in the very year of the sailing of Cook’s Endeavour,
and just two decades before the First Fleet, it provides an extraordinary summary of contemporary ship-
building techniques.

The Swede Fredric Henric af Chapman (1721-1808) was perhaps the greatest naval architect of the eighteenth
century. He was promoted vice admiral in 1791, and was manager of the shipyard at Karlskrona, the important
base of the Royal Swedish Navy, from 1782 to 1793. Under the direction of King Gustave III it was Chapman
who drove the modernisation of the Swedish fleet, and his methods surpassed and perfected contemporary
shipbuilding, and were rapidly adopted by all of the main naval nations. Not all of Chapman’s plans were built,
chiefly because of the imposing scale on which he worked: there are, for example, plans for a privateering
frigate, designed as a deep-water commerce raider, 160 feet long, and displacing 750 tons. She was to be armed
with forty guns and no fewer than four hundred men: around five times the size of the average privateer of
his day, and twice the size of actual French privateers built during the French Revolutionary War (Konstam &

McBride, Privateers & Pirates, 1730-1830, pp. 31-2).

PLXXXII




This has always been a scarce and desirable work: even in 1781, when Vial du Clairbois issued an annotated
quarto edition of Chapman’s work, he commented ‘Il ne se trouve pas en France & cofite 180 livres en Hollande,
en feuilles. Il est de nature a occuper dignement une place dans le cabinet des curieux sur cette matiére, mais
il n’est pas d'un prix a la portée de tout le monde’. As a result, despite being one of the foundations of modern
naval architecture, this work is better known from later editions and facsimiles than, as here, in its full glory.
Indeed, the scale of the work is significant, as it is now known chiefly from much smaller quarto-sized plates,
not the grand folio sizes here.

One of the reasons for the work’s scarcity is plausibly said to be its actual practical use in shipyards of the
period and few copies survive in the fine condition of this copy.

Brunet, I, 1797; Polak, 1605.

8. CLAVIUS (CHRISTOPH)

In Sphaeram Ioannis de Sacro Bosco. Commentarius Nune quinto ab
ipso Auctore hoc anno 1606, recognitus, & perilsq. in locis loculpletatus.
Accessit Geometrica, atque, Vbetruna de Crepusculia Tractatio.

Rome, Zanetti for Joannes Paulus Gellius, 1607, 4to, Contemporary limp vellum, manuscript title
on spine, printed title in red and black and with large woodcut of an armillary sphere, woodcut
diagrams and illustrations in text, woodcut tail-pieces and decorative initials, contemporary ink
marginalia throughout and notes to endpapers, occasional discolouration to text but overall a very
attractive copy.
£6,000

Clavius (1538-1612), a member of the Jesuit order, was one of the most respected astronomers
in Europe. He was the main architect of the Gregorian calendar (which we use today), and his
astronomical textbooks were widely used for over fifty years. His commentary on the “Sphaera” of
Sacrobosco, demonstrates his adherence to the geocentric model of the universe.

An Extraordinary Copy with six pages of contemporary notes to the endpapers by the Jesuit
Astronomer Orazio Grazzi, mostly relating to the Supernova of 1604, known as ‘Kepler’s
Supernova’; discussions with the Austrian Jesuit Roman astronomer Christoph Grienberger about
his observations of the same Supernova; and the writer’s correspondence with Clavius. Numerous
annotations throughout the text. References to other Astronomers such as Archimedes; Albumasar,
one the most renowned astronomers of the middle-ages and others.

It is fairly certain that the author of the notes was the Jesuit Astronomer Orazio Grazzi of the
Collegio Romano, who also had a long running dispute with Galileo.
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The Supernova 1604 has long been referred to as “Kepler’s Supernova,” after astronomer Johannes
Kepler, who was one of the first to observe it. “Brighter than all other stars and planets at its peak,
it was observed by the German astronomer, who thought he was looking at a new star. What Kepler



saw was actually an exploding star. This supernova posed a challenge to seventeenth-century
astronomers, who found themselves observing something that contradicted all conventional wisdom
about the cosmos.

the Large Magellanic Cloud was visible to the naked eye.
Evidence exists for two Milky Way supernovae whose signals would
have reached Earth c. 1680 and 1870 — Cassiopeia A, and G1.9+0.3
3 respectively. There is no historical record of either having been detected
in those years probably as absorption by interstellar dust made them
fainter.

The remnant of Kepler’s supernova is considered to be one of the
prototypical objects of its kind and is still an object of much study in
astronomy.

Astronomers of the time (including Kepler) were concerned with
observing the conjunction of Mars and Jupiter, which they saw in
terms of an auspicious conjunction, linked in their minds to the Star of
Bethlehem. However, cloudy weather prevented Kepler from making
any celestial observations. Nevertheless, his fellow astronomers
Wilhelm Fabry, Michael Maestlin and Helisaeus Roeslin were able to
make observations on 9 October, but did not record the supernova. The
first recorded observation in Europe was by Lodovico delle Colombe
in northern Italy on 9 October 1604. Kepler was only able to begin
his observations on 17 October while working at the imperial court in
Prague for Emperor Rudolf II. The supernova was subsequently named
after him, even though he was not its first observer, as his observations
tracked the object for an entire year. These observations weredescribed
in his book De Stella nova in pede Serpentarii (“On the new star in
Ophiuchus’s foot”, Prague 1606).In Kepler’s De Stella Nova (1606),
he criticised Roeslin concerning this supernova. Kepler argued that in
his astrological prognostications, Roeslin had picked out just the two
comets, the Great Comet of 1556 and 1580. Roeslin responded in 1609
that this was indeed what he had done. When Kepler replied later that
year, he simply observed that by including a broader range of data
Roeslin could have made a better argument.

9. COLLINS, JOHN

The Sector on a Quadrant. Or, A Treatise containing the Description
and life of three several Quadrans; Each rendred many ways both
General and Particular.

Accomodated for Dyalling, for the resolving of all Proportions
Instrumentally, and for the ready finding the Hour and Azimuth
universally, in the equal Limb.

Of great use to Seamen, and the Practitioners of Mathematiques.

London, Printed by J. Macock, 1658. 4to, First Edition, First Issue, 6 engraved plates, one folding, woodcut
diagrams, 4to, 4 parts in 1, Contemporary polished calf.
£10,000



Rarely found complete, in the first issue (with title dated 1658),

John Collins (1625-1683), mathematician, was the son of a nonconformist divine, and was born at Wood
Eaton in Oxfordshire, 5 March 1625. Apprenticed at the age of sixteen to Thomas Allam, a bookseller, living
outside the Turl Gate of Oxford, he was driven to quit the trade by the troubles of the time, and accepted a
clerkship in the employment of John Marr, clerk of the kitchen to the Prince of Wales. From Marr he derived
some instruction in mathematics, but the outbreak of civil war drove him to sea for seven years, 1642-9,
most of which time he spent on board an English merchantman, engaged by the Venetians as a ship of war in
their defence of Candia against the Turks. He devoted his leisure to the study of mathematics and merchants’
accounts, and on leaving the service set up in London as a teacher. In 1652 he published ‘An Introduction to
Merchants’ Accounts,’ originally drawn up for the use of his scholars. He next wrote ‘The Sector on a Quadrant,
or a Treatise containing the Description and Use of three several Quadrants.” Also, an appendix touching
‘Reflected Dyalling, from a Glass however posited’ (London, 1658); and “The Description and Uses of a general
Quadrant, with the Horizontal Projection upon it Inverted ‘ (1658).

Collins built up an extensive network of correspondents spanning the British Isles and continental Europe,
through which he disseminated and exchanged mathematical news and procured the latest publications.
Among the members of his epistolary circle were to be found John Pell, James Gregory, Wallis, Isaac Newton,
G. W. Leibniz, and R. F. de Sluse. Such was the pivotal role he came to play in the scientific life of Restoration

Collins built up an extensive network of correspondents spanning the British Isles and continental Europe,
through which he disseminated and exchanged mathematical news and procured the latest publications.
Among the members of his epistolary circle were to be found John Pell, James Gregory, Wallis, Isaac Newton,
G. W. Leibniz, and R. F. de Sluse. Such was the pivotal role he came to play in the scientific life of Restoration
England, that contemporaries called him ‘Mersennus Anglus’. His extensive collection of letters was seen by the
Royal Society as an important source of evidence for establishing Newton’s claim in the priority dispute with
Leibniz over discovery of the calculus
Wing C5381; Tomash & Williams C122
Provenance: Owen Phillips (ink name on title and B1); “John Carter att ye signe of ye Bible without Compter
barr att ye corner of Essex Street” (ink inscription on rear pastedown).This has always been a scarce and
desirable work: even in 1781, when Vial du Clairbois issued an annotated quarto edition of Chapman’s work, he
commented ‘Il ne se trouve pas en France & cotite 180 livres en Hollande, en feuilles. Il est de nature a occuper
dignement une place dans le cabinet des curieux sur cette matiere, mais il n’est pas d’un prix a la portée de
tout le monde’. As a result, despite being one of the foundations of modern naval architecture, this work is
better known from later editions and facsimiles than, as here, in its full glory. Indeed, the scale of the work is
significant, as it is now known chiefly from much smaller quarto-sized plates, not the grand folio sizes here.
One of the reasons for the work’s scarcity is plausibly said to be its actual practical use in shipyards of the
period and few copies survive in the fine condition of this copy.

Brunet, I, 1797; Polak, 1605.



10. CURTIS, WILLIAM (1746—-1799)

Flora Londinensis: or plates and descriptions of such plants as grow
wild in the environs of London: with their places of growth, and times
of flowering; their several names according to Linnaeus and other

London, for the author, [1775—-] 1777—98

2 vols, folio (470 x 285 mm), with two title-pages, two dedication leaves, one leaf of subscribers, 6 leaves of
index, 2 leaves of ‘Observations on grasses...” and 3 leaves of the ‘Catalogue of plants...’, and leaf of letterpress

description to each plate, with engraved vignette on first title and 432 hand-coloured engraved plates (two
double) depicting a total of 434 plants; a few minor marginal spots, a very clean, fresh copy, without offsetting,
in contemporary English calf, gilt borders on sides, rebacked preserving original spines, spines elaborately gilt,

with red and green morocco labels.
£11,000

First edition, first issue of this ‘splendid, complicated, basic, English flora’ (Hunt catalogue). It contains some of
James Sowerby’s first botanical illustrations; other artists involved were Sydenham Edwards, W. Kilburn, and
possibly others. The Flora londinensis embraces most of the English flora, as a result of which it should properly
be regarded as the first colour-plate national flora of England.

‘Curtis was a British pharmacist, botanist, and entomologist. After selling his pharmacy business, Curtis set up
a botanic garden of British plants at Bermondsey in 1771. In 1773 he was appointed demonstrator of plants at
the Chelsea Physic Garden, a post he held until 1777. In 1779 he moved his London botanic garden to a larger
location in Brompton.

‘[The Flora londinensis] attempted to portray all the native plants within a ten-mile radius of London, but was
cut short for lack of subscriptions. According to Miss Henrey’s account, no more than 300 of any single number
are believed to have been printed’ (Johnston, The Cleveland botanical collections, p 495).

As a result of pressing for binding, this work often has offset from the text onto the plates.

Provenance: Sir Richard Vyvyan, 8th Baronet (1800—1879); In 1826, Vyvyan was made a Fellow of the Royal
Society for his ‘considerable literary and scientific acquirements especially in the Philosophy of Natural History’;
he was also a Fellow of the Geological Society. The family estate in Cornwall, Trelowarren, was famous for its
botanical garden

Dunthorne 87; Johnston 532; Henrey 595; Hunt 650; Nissen BBI 439; Stafleu and Cowan 1286

FLORA LONDINENSIS:

PLATES ..o DESCRIPTIONS o «ce PLANTS

ENVIRONS of LONDON:




11. DAMPIER,WILLIAM (1652-1715)

A Collection of Voyages.
In four volumes. London: James and John Knapton, 1729. 4 vols. 8. (198
x 121mm). Sixty-three engraved maps and plates, many folding, engraved
tail-pieces throughout, with title-pages to the seventh edition of Dampier’s
A New Voyage round the World and the third edition of A Voyage to New-

Holland in vols one and three respectively. Handsome unsophisticated

contemporary mottled calf, with red morocco labels, lettered in gilt.
A PARTICULARLY HANDSOME SET OF THE COLLECTED EDITION OF
DAMPIER’S VOYAGES
£8,000
‘Generally considered the best’ (Sabin), including the narratives of Wafer,
Sharp, Wood, Funnel and Hacke.

‘William Dampier combined a swashbuckling life of adventure with
pioneering scientific achievements. In 1676, he started his career as a
buccaneer preying on ships on the Spanish Main and struggling through the

impenetrable jungle of the Isthmus of Panama in search of gold. He could
easily have ended up on the gallows. Poor and obscure yet determined
to sail the world to make his fortune, he was to become the first person
to circumnavigate the globe three times. Among his many extraordinary
achievements, Dampier mapped the winds and the currents of the world’s —_——
oceans for the first time. He inspired Darwin one hundred and fifty years . o2 v i mome |
later with his notes on the wildlife of the Galapagos islands and elsewhere.
His portrait in London’s National Portrait Gallery shows a lean, strong-
featured man with a thoughtful expression, brown shoulder-length hair '
and a plain coat, holding a book in his hand. He is styled ‘Pirate and
Hydrographer’ but even that tells only part of his story. He was a pioneering
navigator, naturalist , travel writer and explorer, as well as hydrographer — - ‘
who was, indeed, quite happy to seek his fortune as a pirate.” Preston. e ]
It was his descriptions of the aborigines at King Sound which probably

Wy,

Thus the Nutmegg Ifland appéa

inspired Swift’s ‘Yahoos’ in Gulliver’s Travels. /,1@,%\\
Hill 422; Sabin 18373; cf. Borba de Moraes I, pp242-244. o 82, Tl pit 3

DARWIN LETTER TO PUBLISHER ABOUT ORIGIN

12. DARWIN, CHARLES.

Important Autograph letter, signed, to Darwin’s American publisher
Appleton & Co. discussing the need for a new American edition of the
Origin, incorporating the latest revisions and additions




Down, Beckenham, 24 November 1869

4 pages, 8vo (203 x 128 mm), ink on paper, small loss of blank
corner margin, creases from posting.
£30,000

A fine and substantial autograph letter to an unnamed person at
Appleton & Co., Darwin’s American publishers. Darwin is anxious
for them to bring out a new American edition of the Origin,
incorporating corrections and additions since the second edition
of 1860, ‘as it is 92 pages longer than the 2nd. edition, besides
endless small though important corrections’. He states his belief
that *the continued large sale of this book in England Germany
& France has depended on my keeping up each edition to the
existing standard of science’, and threatens that if Appleton is
unable to comply he will ask Asa Gray to find another publisher.
He also threatens that he will not give Appleton his ‘new book’
(i.e. The Descent of Man) unless they agree to a new edition of the
Origin. In the event, Appleton published a new edition in 1870
as Darwin had demanded (note that their 1869 edition was just
a reprint of their 1860 edition), and published the first American
edition of The Descent of Man in 1871.

Provenance: Sotheby’s 21 May 1968 to Ralph Colp, Jr
Darwin Correspondence Project 7007 (partial transcription)
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DARWIN LETTER ON THE ORIGIN
13. DARWIN, CHARLES (1809—-1882)

Autograph letter signed, concerning editions of the Origin of Species.

Down, Beckenham, Kent, 17 December [1866]
8vo (178 x 112 mm), on one side of folded black-edged mourning paper (sheet dimensions 178 x 224
mm); fold creases from posting, in fine condition.
£22,500
A fine unpublished letter to an anonymous correspondent, concerning editions of the Origin of
Species. ‘Four editions of the Origin have appeared; that published last month is considerably added
to & can be procured through any bookseller. I am glad to hear that you are interested in the subject.
Yours faithfully, Charles Darwin’.
In November Darwin had copies of the substantially revised and augmented fourth edition of the
Origin sent to Huxley and Wallace among others, their letters acknowledging receipt and praising
the new edition dated November 11 and November 19 respectively.

The mourning stationery reflects the death of Darwin’s sister, Susan Elizabeth Darwin, in October;



another sister, Emily Catherine Langton, had died in January that year.
See ‘Darwin in letters, 1866; Survival of the fittest’, Darwin Correspondence Project (online). Darwin
Correspondence Project 5310F (summary only)
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14. DARWIN/BEAGLE VOYAGE- MASON,
COMMODORE FRANCIS

Manuscript Letter to Edward Harene of HMS Conway to Transfer to
HMS Blonde where he is promoted to Lieutenant replacing Lieutenant
William McCan discharged through illness. Whereby, Harene found
himself involved in the rescue of HMS Challenger organised by Robert
Fitzroy, Captain of the Beagle during Charles Darwin’s Second
Voyage.

Printed Heading ‘By Francis Mason, Esq C.B.Commodore and Senior
Officer of His Majest’s Ships and Vessels in the Pacific.

£2,500
A Fine Manuscript, Autograph Letter to Edward Harene, Signed with instructions by
Mason.
‘Lieutenant William McCan, Second Lieutenant of this Ship having been discharged to
Sick Quarters on shore.

“You are hereby required and directed forthwith to take upon yourself the Charge and
Command of Lieutenant on board His Majesty’s Ship Blonde, and to Act in the Station
on board her accordingly until further Order — Her Officers and Company subordinate to
you being hereby required, and Commanded, to behave themselves jointly and severally
to their respective employments, with all due Respect and obedience, unto you their said
Lieutenant; and you are as strictly charged, to observe and execute, as well the General
Printed Instructions, as what Orders and directions you may from time to time receive
from me, or any other Your Superior Officer for His Majestys Service.

Hereof, nor you nor any of you may fail as you will answer to the Contrary at your peril.
And for so doing his shall being your Authority Given under my hand on board HM Ship



Blonde at Valparaiso this 20th day of June 1835.”

On June 14th, 1835 the Beagle returned from Valparaiso, Chile.
Darwin being on his inland excursions, There Fitzroy discovered

By FRANCIS MASON, Esq. C.B. Commodore
and Senior Officer of His Majesty's Ships and
Vessels in the Pacific

that HMS Challenger, missing since May 19th, had been wrecked Pl S [
. . 00 WAy 77 7, W a2 et Ay el

in a storm south of Conception and the crew were stranded s / g .
. . . . 7 vy Meois Dot chucgtTH ik [Jpaetins

inland by the Leubu River. Fitzroy proposed taking HMS Blonde i el mi 37 ol
to rescue, and after disagreeing, Mason eventually consented. ot

On the day after this document was dispatched, Mason in HMS
Blonde set off with Lt. Harene and Captain Fitzroy as Pilot. / ; /o A
They anchored at the nearest port, Fitzroy taking a party and " 2 2B o
provisions to camp. Meanwhile Mason hired a smaller boat the i 10 s / SR e £ wlaliek vito
Carmen that might navigate the river, but it overshot the camp, pecr iy Rt
was dismantled in a storm and was eventually towed back to 4 A e 0y 7 i gunts,
Valparaiso by HMS Blonde. Fitzroy navigated the Blonde into gL 7 et e /,"’ “uf
the river. but the weather conditions were so poor that the i oten s
Challenger crew were not taken off the island until 5th July. " =

Y, / A7
This from Darwin’s Letters: -
‘Darwin’s next letter brings out another side of FitzRoy’s ;
character. In this episode his rapid decision and rapid action el
were the means of saving his friend Captain Seymour and the 4 7. el
crew of the wrecked Challenger from off the coast of Chile. ool ; 55
FitzRoy had a desperate ride through many miles of hostile o Ml g
Araucanian Indian country to locate the camp of the wrecked " % Ao R ool
crew, and after his return piloted the Blonde, a frigate under ; | S o s

Commodore Mason, to the spot and carried through the rescue 24 iy 7o SN B 7
only just in time, for disease, starvation and menacing Indians : | o cmnann AP
were all threatening the safety of the encampment. We can
read between the lines in FitzZRoy’s own account and get the

impression of a splendid and almost ferocious determination to save his friend, all obstacles being hewn away.

Darwin’s letter home tells of the stir the event caused.

‘ Lima, July, 1835.

‘... When I reached the Port of Copiapo, I found the Beagle there but with Wickham as temporary Captain. Shortly
after the Beagle got into Valparaiso, news arrived that H.M.S. Challenger was lost at Arauco, and that Captain
Seymour and crew were badly off among the Indians. The old Commodore in the Blonde was very slack in his

motions—in short afraid of getting on that lee-shore in the Winter; so Captain FitzRoy had to bully him, and at
last offered to go as Pilot. We hear that they have succeeded in saving nearly all hands, but that the Captain and
Commodore have had a tremendous quarrel; the former having hinted something about a Court Martial for his
slowness. We suspect that such a taught-hand as the Captain is, has opened the eyes of everyone, fore and aft, in
the Blonde to a surprising degree. We expect the Blonde will arrive here in a very few days, and all are very curious
to hear the news; no change in state politicks ever caused in its circle more conversation than this wonderful
quarrel between the Captain and the Commodore has with us.’
Charles Darwin.

15, DARWIN, CHARLES (1809-1882)
The Variation of Animals and Plants under Domestication ....

London, John Murray, 1868, PRESENTATION COPY
2 vols, 8vo (221 x 138 mm), pp viii 411 [1], with 4 pp inserted advertisements dated December 1866
(see below); viii, 486, [2, publisher’s advertisements, dated February 1868] with the same 4 pp
inserted advertisements as in vol I; illustrations in the text; original green cloth (as described by
Freeman), a fine, clean, bright copy.
£12,500
First edition, first issues of both volumes, presentation copy to the geologist Sir Joseph Prestwich
(see below) with an inserted note on Down Railway Station stationery: ‘Dec 24 With Mr. C. Darwins
compliments & thanks’ in Darwin’s hand.

This work is ‘the only section of Darwin’s big book on the origin of species which was printed in his
lifetime and corresponding to its first two intended chapters’ (Freeman). This work is notable not



only for Darwin’s prodigious amassing of facts concerning artificial

selection of traits to demonstrate an analogy for natural selection.

It also advances his hypothesis of pangenesis and gemmules, as the
agents of the inheritance of characteristics. The Variation ‘contained
ANIMALS AND PLANTS his hypothesis of pangenesis, by means of which Darwin tried to frame

an explanation of hereditary resemblance, inheritance of acquired
characters, atavism, and regeneration. It was a brave attempt to account
for a number of phenomena which were beyond the bounds of scientific
el R R knowledge in his day, such as fertilization by the union of sperm with
egg, the mechanism of chromosomal inheritance, and the development
R of the embryo by successive cell division. His hypothesis of pangenesis
could not therefore give a permanently acceptable account of the
multitude of phenomena it was designed to explain. It was, however,
a point of departure for particulate theories of inheritance in the latter
nineteenth century’ (DSB).
ke il The first issue differs substantially from the second issue, which in fact
is more a second edition, with major revisions to the text. The first issue
was published in January, the second in February 1868. The two issues
have considerable textual differences, but the easiest way to distinguish
them is by the errata listed on p vi of vol I and viii of vol II: in the first
ot L issue five errata are listed in six lines in vol I and nine in seven lines in
: i vol II, whereas in the second a single erratum is listed in vol I only. The
- publisher’s binding also differs, the spines of the first having a one-line
imprint, those of the second normally having a two-line imprint.
Provenance: Presentation note in Darwin’s hand ‘With Mr C. Darwin’s
compliments & Thanks’ dated December 24 loosely inserted in vol
I (on ‘Down, Beckenham, Kent — Railway Station, Orpington. S. E.
R.’ stationery); bookplate of Sir Joseph Prestwich in both volumes.
Prestwich (1812—1896) was President of the Geological Society of

London (1870-2) and Professor of Geology at Oxford (1874—88). He was

also the recipient of a presentation copy of the first edition of the Origin.

‘Prestwich had written important papers on the geology of the coalfields
of Shropshire and on the water-bearing strata of the south of England. In

1859 and 1860, he turned his attention to a study of the flint implements

found in France and England and their significance for the question of
the antiquity of man’ (Darwin Correspondence Project online). Quentin
Keynes (1921—2003), great-grandson of Charles Darwin and notable
collector of Darwin and Darwiniana.

There are two inserted leaves in both volumes: ‘Illustrated Charts of
Natural History’ and ‘Practical Class Examination Mineralogy and
Geology by J. Tennant’, the latter dated December 1866, both advertising
mineralogical works published by Tennant. These were probably added
by Prestwich. The December 24 date of Darwin’s note means he had
copies in hand by the end of 1867 (or at least of vol I) although the work
was not officially available until January 30 of the following year due to
delay in preparing the index.

Freeman 877; Norman 597

THE VARIATION

UNDER DOMESTICATION.

16. DOPPELMAYR

Globus Coelestis Novus Stellarum fixarum Loca secundum celeberimmi
Astronomi Dantiscani IOHANNIS HEVELII, Catalogum ad anum Chr.
1730.. IOH GABR< DOPPELMAIERI.



Celestial Globe, Nuremberg, 1728, 32 cm, two sets of 12
gores from ecliptic to the poles. The axis runs through the
celestial poles.
£25,000
This celestial globe by Johann Gabriel Doppelmayr was
accurate for the epoch 1730 and drew on the star catalogue
of Johannes Hevelius of 1690. Also depicted are the paths
of several comets observed by Hevelius, Johann Kepler,
Giovanni Cassini and John Flamsteed.

There were other German globe-makers in the early 1700s
but Doppelmayr’s globes dominated the German market
until the end of the 18th century. They were revised in the
1750s and finally in 1792 by Wolfgang Paul Jenig (d. 1805),
42 years after Doppelmayr’s death.

Long before he published his first celestial globe in 1728,
Doppelmayr had taken a keen interest in astronomy, and
he spent some time studying the subject in Leiden, one of
the leading universities of the time.

After his studies he returned to his native town of
Nuremberg, and, as a teacher, was very active in promoting
new scientific ideas. In the early 1700s he had compiled
several celestial maps, which had been published in various
atlases by his friend Johann Baptist Homann. These
maps were later collected and published in 1742 as the
Atlas Novus Coelestis, for which Doppelmayr became well
known.

He also translated several scientific works into German,
including Nicolas Bion’s L’'usage des globes célestes et
terrestres (1699) and John Wilkins’s Discovery of a World
in the Moone (1638), which advanced the relatively new
theories of Copernicus and Galileo.







17. EDWARDS, WH

A Fine Pair of Watercolours of Papaver Somniferum and
Convolvulaceae (mmorning glory).

A Fine Pair of Watercolours of Papaver Somniferum and
Convolvulaceae (morning glory). On paper, c. 1800. [470 X 340

& 390 x 330mm]. i
£1,250 4 o/

In 1952 Rachel McMasters Miller Hunt acquired 25 gilt-edged
watercolors, approximately 30.5%23 c¢m, trimmed, often cut
into the signature “WH Edwards Delt [delineavit], No 15
Southampton Row, Russell Sqr London.” Descriptions of the
works (images not yet posted) can be found under accession
0850 on our Web site.

While some of the compositions are of single flowers,

others are paired or in bouquets. Nine depict roses, and the
collection contains at least two each of Auricula, Crataegus and
Ranunculus.

William Henry Camden Edwards (b. Monmouthshire ca.1773,
d. Bungay, Suffolk 22 August 1855) exhibited at the Royal
Academy (1793—-1841) and the Society of British Artists,
London (1840-1844). He engraved plates in W. J. Hooker’s
British Jungermanniae (1812—1816), Musci Exotici (1818—-
1820) and Muscologia Britannica (1818) and W. Roxburgh’s
Plants of the Coast of Coromandel (1795—1820) and wrote his
own Young Artist’s Guide to Flower Drawing and Painting in
Watercolours (1820).

His wife exhibited fruit studies at the Royal Academy and

the Society of British Artists in 1847. The information above,
from Ray Desmond’s Dictionary of British and Irish Delectus
Huntiana 43 W. H. Edwards paintings Clockwise from top left:
Jonquil & French poppy [Narcissus & Papaver], HI accession
0850.02; St. Johns Wort [Hypericum], HI accession 0850.06;
Polyanthus [Auricula], HI accession 0850.10; [Briar and Rose],
HI accession 0850.18; Ranunculus & Anemone, HI accession
0850.21, watercolors by W. H. Edwards. Botanists and
Horticulturists (London, 1994), seems to be the most complete
account of Edwards’ work.

The Young Artist’s Guide...With instructions and examples,
described in Bridson and White’s Plant, Animal & Anatomical
Ilustration in Art & Science (1990), was published in London
by J. Watson and contains 11 pages and 23 plates (5 uncolored
line, 4 uncolored aquatint, 7 color-printed and 7 hand-colored).
Regarding Muscologia Britannica, Malcolm Beasley of the
Natural History Museum, London, reports five unsigned
annotated pen and ink drawings (with occasional gray wash)
on paper.

These are by artists identified in the plates engraved by
Edwards, who was described by Hooker and Taylor in the
introduction as “an artist of high talents.” Further information
about the artist is welcome for our archive. —James J. White,
Curator of Art

Bulletin of the Hunt Institute for BotanicaDoé
Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, Pgn
No. 2 Fall 2007 ~




18. EDWARDS, WILLIAM LT.

Sketches in Scinde.

London: Henry Graves, 1846. First Edition,

Folio (570 x 465 mm). Hand-Coloured lithographic title, 10 hand-coloured
tinted lithographic plates by Charles Haghe after Edwards, all mounted
on card, lithographed dedication, letterpress description leaf both printed
in blue, and lithographed plan . Original quarter red morocco portfolio,
original silk ties, upper cover pictorially gilt with Shield and Weapons.
£18,000
PRESENTATION COPY TO MRS ROBERT CORNISH of the only colour
plate book concerning Scinde, produced shortly after its invasion and
annexation by the dedicatee, Sir Charles Napier. Edwards was serving as

Napier’s aide-de-camp, a Lieutenant in the 86th or Royal County Down
Regiment.

Edwards’ Sketches in Scinde, are the only series of folio size plates by a
British military artist devoted exclusively to Scinde. They were produced
at a critical point in the history of Scinde, after its invasion and annexation
in 1843. The artist was at the centre of events as a young officer of the 86th
or Royal County Down Regiment, having been appointed aide-de-camp to
General Sir Charles Napier, the conqueror and subsequent administrator of

Scinde. Edwards’ remarkable work was one of the high points in the visual
recording of Scinde,and falls within the context of a history of illustration
by young military officers begun in the early decades of the 19th century.
Of the ten plates in the album, two illustrate the bleak terrain in which
the British troops fought successfully at Truckee. Another five illustrate
Hyderabad, successfully captured by the British two years earlier in 1843.
The presence of red-uniformed British troops in two plates demonstrated
who was now in control. ‘Main Guard and Government House, Fort
Hyderabad’ (plate 5) Despite this, however, the tone of the accompanying
letterpress is not triumphalist. Edwards gives a sympathetic picture of one
of the former amirs , Mir Nasir Khan, noting ironically that it was his ease
in the company of the British that was in part responsible for the ruling
family’s downfall. The artist admired the impressive appearance of parts
of the fort of Hyderabad, and, to establish a rapport with the viewer, noted
that the round tower, which formerly housed the wealth of the Talpurs, was
likened by the British to the round tower at Windsor.

The presence of young officers in Scinde was due to the increasing strategic
importance of the area to the British, who feared the expansionist plans of
both the French and the Russians. Missions were sent to the court of the
ruling family of Scinde, the Talpurs, at Hyderabad in 1808 and 1809, to try
to establish British influence
Manuscript presentation label fixed to verso of upper cover.

Abbey Travel 469; Tooley 193.
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19. ELIZABETH 1

Exemplification of a Fine and Recovery in the Court of Common
Pleas from John Stacy to Richard Lone for the Manor of Romshed (or

in brown wax, attached by vellum tag, on vellum, 260 x 340 mm., Court of Common Pleas, 9 October
[1559]
A particularly fine impression of the Court’s seal, showing the Queen enthroned on the obverse and the
royal arms on the reverse, with the matrix lugs untrimmed.
Other deeds relating to properties in the neighbourhood owned at this period by Richard Lone are
among the Stanhope of Chevening Estate Papers, in the Kent History and Library Centre.
This is a splendid example the First seal for the Court of Common Pleas, first issued in 1558.

‘ £4,250

20. GESSNER, C.

Historiae Animalium liber IV. Qui est de Piscium & Aquatilium
Animantium natura. Cum iconibus singulorum ad vivum expressis...
Continentur in hoc volumine, Gulielmi Rondeletii... & Petri Belonii
Cenomani... de Aquatilium singulis scripta. Editio secunda novis
iconibus...

Francofurti, in Bibliopolio Henrici Laurentii, 1620. Folio (370 x 240mm). pp. (40), 1052, 30,
with hand-coloured woodcut on title page and over 700 fine contemporary hand-coloured
woodcuts, of which many very large or full-page, together with 41 contemporary coloured or
plain pen drawings or paintings in the text. (Together with) Historia Animalium liber V. Qui
est de Serpentium natura... adiecta est ad Calcem, Scorpionis insecti historia... Francofurti,
Impensis Henrici Laurentii, 1621. Folio (370 x 240mm). pp. (16), 170, with woodcut on title and
31 woodcuts. Contemporary vellum.
£38,000
A unique copy with contemporary hand-coloured woodcuts and contemporary coloured- or pen




drawings by Christophorus Schulterus. The drawings have sometimes been pasted in the margin

of the text, occasionally drawn on the printed paper, and more frequently inserted as a slip.
The format varies, some are small others almost as large as the printed book. The drawings are
beautifully executed and have a lot of charm. The copy has numerous annotations and Schulterus
makes frequent reference to Aldrovandi’s work on fishes, also other works as Schoenfels
‘Ichthyologica’. The draw<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>